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DEVICES, SYSTEMS, AND METHODS FOR
VISUAL-ATTRIBUTE REFINEMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation No. 61/727,564, which was filed on Nov. 16, 2012, and
to U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/727,602, which was
filed on Nov. 16, 2012.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

This description generally relates to visual analysis of
images.

2. Background

In the field of image analysis, people have attempted to
design systems that can recognize people and objects in
image data. The image data can take many forms, for example
video sequences, views from multiple cameras, data in spec-
trums of light that are not visible to the human eye, and
multi-dimensional data from a computational camera.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, a method comprises obtaining a plu-
rality of object images; generating a respective first attribute
score of a first attribute for each object image in the plurality
of object images based on the object images; calculating a
respective pairwise object-similarity measure for pairs of
object images in the plurality of object images; and refining
the first attribute score of an object image in the plurality of
object images based at least in part on the attribute scores of
other object images in the plurality of object images and on
the object-similarity measures of the pairs of object images in
the plurality of object images.

In one embodiment, a system comprises a computer-read-
able storage medium; and one or more processors that are
coupled to the computer-readable storage medium and that
are configured to cause the system to generate respective
attribute scores of a plurality of attributes for each object
image in a plurality of object images based on the object
images, generate respective pairwise object-similarity mea-
sures for pairs of object images in the plurality of object
images, and generate refined attribute scores of the object
images based on the attribute scores of the object images in
the plurality of object images and on the object-similarity
measures of the pairs of object images in the plurality of
object images.

In one embodiment, one or more computer-readable stor-
age media store instructions that, when executed by one or
more computing device, cause the one or more computing
devices to perform operations that comprise generating
respective attribute scores of a plurality of attributes for each
object image in a plurality of object images based on the
object images; generating respective pairwise object-similar-
ity measures for pairs of object images in the plurality of
object images; and generating refined attribute scores of the
object images based on the attribute scores of the object
images in the plurality of object images and on the object-
similarity measures of the pairs of object images in the plu-
rality of object images.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an example embodiment of the flow of
operations in a system for refining image attributes.

FIG. 2 shows an example embodiment of a face image that
has been divided into weighted regions.
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FIG. 3 illustrates an example embodiment of an object-
similarity graph.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example embodiment of an opera-
tional flow for refining attribute scores.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example embodiment of the flow of
operations in a system for refining image attributes.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example embodiment of the flow of
operations in a system for object-similarity-measure refine-
ment.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example embodiment of an opera-
tional flow for refining attribute scores.

FIG. 8 illustrates an example embodiment of the flow of
operations in a system for collaborative object verification.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example embodiment of an opera-
tional flow for collaborative object verification.

FIG. 10 illustrates an example embodiment of a system for
generating refined attribute scores.

FIG. 11A illustrates an example embodiment of a system
for generating refined attribute scores.

FIG. 11B illustrates an example embodiment of a system
for generating refined attribute scores.

FIG. 12 illustrates examples of attributes.

FIG. 13 illustrates examples of attributes.

FIG. 14 illustrates an example embodiment of the flow of
operations in a system for refining image attributes.

FIG. 15 illustrates an example embodiment of an opera-
tional flow for refining attribute scores.

DESCRIPTION

The following disclosure describes certain explanatory
embodiments. Other embodiments may include alternatives,
equivalents, and modifications. Additionally, the explanatory
embodiments may include several novel features, and a par-
ticular feature may not be essential to some embodiments of
the devices, systems, and methods described herein.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example embodiment of the flow of
operations in a system for refining visual attributes. For pur-
poses of explanation, FIG. 1 shows only certain modules,
although the system includes other components. Modules
include logic, computer-readable data, or computer-execut-
able instructions, and may be implemented in software (e.g.,
Assembly, C, C++, C#, Java, BASIC, Perl, Visual Basic),
hardware (e.g., customized circuitry), and a combination of
software and hardware. In some embodiments, the system
includes additional or fewer modules, the modules are com-
bined into fewer modules, or the modules are divided into
more modules. Though the computing device or computing
devices that execute a module perform the operations, for
purposes of description a module may be described as per-
forming one or more operations.

Also, although the objects are faces in some of the example
embodiments that are described herein, in some embodi-
ments the objects are other objects (e.g., buildings, vehicles,
animals, plants, landmarks, rocks, fabric).

A visual attribute is representation that can be detected by
machines, understood by humans, and shared across catego-
ries, and a visual attribute may describe scenes, categories, or
objects. Also, visual attributes may be useful in a variety of
applications, including image recognition, image classifica-
tion, attribute-based image search, and image description. A
visual-attribute score 193 (also referred to herein as an
“attribute score”) indicates the confidence of a corresponding
attribute being found in an object image 192. Examples of
visual attributes are listed in Table 1:
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TABLE 1
Examples of Attributes

‘Male’ ‘Curly Hair’ ‘Arched Eyebrows’ ‘No Beard’ ‘Mouth Wide Open’
‘Asian’ ‘Wavy Hair’ ‘Brown Eyes’ ‘No Eyewear’ ‘Teeth Not Visible’
‘White’ ‘Straight Hair’ ‘Bags Under Eyes’ ‘Eyeglasses’ ‘Smiling’
‘Black’ ‘Receding Hairline’ ‘Big Nose’ ‘Sunglasses’ ‘Frowning’
‘Indian’ ‘Bangs’ ‘Pointy Nose’ ‘Wearing Necktie’ ‘Attractive Man’
‘Baby’ ‘Fully-Visible Forehead’ Big Lips’ ‘Wearing Necklace’ ‘Attractive Woman’
Child’ ‘Partially-Visible Forehead  ‘High Cheekbones’ ‘Wearing Earrings’ ‘Blurry’
“Youth’ ‘Obstructed Forehead’ ‘Rosy Cheeks’ ‘Wearing Hat’ ‘Harsh Lighting’
‘Middle Aged”  “Shiny Skin’ ‘Round Jaw’ ‘Wearing Lipstick’ ‘Flash’
‘Senior’ ‘Pale Skin’ ‘Double Chin’ ‘Heavy Makeup’ ‘Soft Lighting’
‘Bald’ ‘Oval Face’ ‘Strong Nose-Mouth Lines’ ‘Flushed Face’ ‘Outdoor’
‘Black Hair’ ‘Square Face’ ‘Mustache’ ‘Narrow Eyes’ ‘Color Photo’
‘Blond Hair’ ‘Round Face’ ‘Sideburns’ ‘Eyes Open’ ‘Posed Photo’
‘Brown Hair’ ‘Chubby’ ‘Goatee’ ‘Mouth Closed’
‘Gray Hair’ ‘Bushy Eyebrows’ 5 0" Clock Shadow’ ‘Mouth Slightly Open’

Also, FIG. 12 and FIG. 13 illustrate additional examples of
attributes.

The system attempts to correct or to improve the accuracy
of visual-attribute scores 193 and object-similarity measures
196 (e.g., object-similarity scores, an object-similarity
graph), for example, by increasing an object-similarity score
if the two faces in a pair of faces come from the same person
and decreasing the object-similarity score if the two faces in
a pair of faces come from different people. Also, because the
visual-attribute scores 193 may be useful for generating the
object-similarity measures 196 and because the object-simi-
larity measures 196 may be useful for generating the visual-
attribute scores 193, the improvements of the visual-attribute
scores 193 and the object-similarity measures 196 may be
linked together, for example by joint learning.

First, the visual-attribute scores 193 may be useful for
generating object-similarity measures 196. For example, the
gender attribute value can easily discriminate two faces in
spite of their similar appearance, and thus some visual-at-
tribute scores can link together object images of the same
person even though the appearances of the person in the
images differ due to environmental variations.

Second, the object-similarity measures 196 may be useful
for generating the visual-attribute scores 193. For example,
the attribute scores 193 of some attributes that are extracted
from several images of a person’s face should be consistent
(e.g., gender, ethnicity), and inconsistent attribute scores 193
would reveal potential errors. Accordingly, the system can
refine the attribute scores 193 of one object image based on
the attribute scores 193 of similar object images, which may
be indicated by the object-similarity measures 196 (e.g.,
Euclidean distance in an object-similarity graph, for example
in an Eigenspace learned from the object images). Thus, if the
gender of a target face is predicted to be female according to
one or more of its attribute scores 193, and if most of the
most-similar neighbor faces are estimated to be male accord-
ing to one or more of'their attribute scores 193, then the target
face should have a higher probability of being male.

Furthermore, correlations between attributes can also be
used to refine the attribute scores. For example, Asian people
usually have black hair, women and babies usually do not
have moustaches and beards, etc. Likewise, a face with a
moustache or a beard should usually be a mature man, which
indicates a strong correlation between the attributes ‘mous-
tache’ and ‘man’ and also a strong correlation between ‘mous-
tache’ and ‘age’.

Additionally, from the description of an attribute, the sen-
sitivity of the attribute can be analyzed with respect to time.
For example, some of the attributes are stable, such as gender,
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ethnicity, etc., because usually the values of these attributes
will never change in the whole life of a person; some
attributes are persistent, such as age, glasses, facial traits, and
hair traits, because the values of these attributes are stable in
a short time period; and some attributes are transient, like
expression, because people can change the values of these
attributes in an instant. Hence, transient attributes are often
not useful for determining facial similarities. Also, stable and
persistent attributes should be strongly correlated in images
of the same person. Therefore, some embodiments of the
systems, devices, and methods described herein consider
only stable attributes, persistent attributes, or both, because
the scores of these attributes are assumed to be consistent for
the same person within a relevant time frame. Accordingly,
some embodiments of the system perform attribute-score
refinement based on attribute correlations.

Thus, if m object images (f}, f,, . . . , f,) are obtained,
embodiments of the system perform one or more of the fol-
lowing general tasks: (1) improve the quality of the attribute
scores 193 (e.g., in an attribute-score vector A%) originally
generated using the attribute classifiers 191, and (2) improve
the quality of the object-similarity measures 196 (e.g., an
object-similarity score S, for the two faces in each pair of
faces £, and f ).

The system of FIG. 1 includes one or more computing
devices that include an object-detection module 100, an
attribute-scoring module 105, a feature-extraction module
110, an object-comparison module 115, and an attribute-
refinement module 120. The object-detection module 100
detects and extracts one or more object images 192 from one
or more obtained images 190. Some embodiments of the
object-detection module 100 detect faces and their fiducial
points in the images 190 and make affine alignments. For
example, some embodiments apply a face-detector toolkit,
and this toolkit also returns the locations of several fiducial
locations, such as the centers ofthe eyes and the mouth. These
fiducial points can be used to align object images.

Also, the feature-extraction module 110 obtains the object
images 192 and extracts object features 194 from the object
images 192. The object features 194 may be low-level visual
features and may be represented by many different types of
descriptors, such as Gabor filter features, HSV features, local
binary pattern (LBP) features, SIFT features, SURF features,
etc. Due to the high dimensionality of many low-level visual
features, a dimensionality reduction technique (e.g., PCA)
can be applied to reduce the dimensionality of the features.

Some embodiments of the feature-extraction module 110
use an LBP operator, which assigns a label to every pixel of an
image by comparing the 3x3 neighborhood of each pixel with



US 9,158,970 B2

5

the center pixel value and considering the result to be an 8-bit
binary string. The 8-bit binary string is converted to a decimal
value falling in [0, 255]. The decimal value could be consid-
ered a label, and then the histogram of the labels can be used
as a texture descriptor. In embodiments that use an LBP
operator to describe faces, an object image 192 is divided into
nxn rectangular regions, and an LBP descriptor is extracted in
each region. Since the respective significances of different
regions differ when detecting facial similarities, some
embodiments assign distinct weights to different regions.
FIG. 2 shows an example embodiment of an object image 192
that has been divided into weighted regions. As shown in FI1G.
2, the object image 192 is divided into 7x7 regions, and the
weights of the different regions are diverse (the lighter the
color is, the higher the weight that is assigned to the region).

Additionally, the attribute-scoring module 105 obtains the
object images 192 and generates respective attribute scores
193 for the object images 192 based on the object images 192
and attribute classifiers 191. The attribute classifiers 191 are
trained to score visual attributes. For example, in some
embodiments the attribute classifiers 191 are trained to score
human visual attributes from faces, such as “black hair”, “big
nose”, “wearing eyeglasses”, etc. The attribute classifiers 191
may be, for example, SVM classifiers, neural networks clas-
sifiers, or decision tree classifiers that predict visual attributes
(e.g., ethnicity, facial traits, accessories, photo quality). Some
embodiments train an SVM classifier for each attribute by
constructing a large training dataset through downloading a
massive collection of object images and manually labeling
the ground truth of the images. Then the low-level visual
features of the objects are extracted and are used as inputs to
train the SVM classifiers. Once the attribute classifiers 191
are trained, they can be used to generate the attribute scores
193 for new object images 192.

The object-comparison module 115 obtains the object fea-
tures 194 and, in some embodiments, the attribute scores 193,
and generates object-similarity measures 196 (e.g., an object-
similarity graph, object-similarity scores) based on one or
more of the obtained object features 194 and visual-attribute
scores 193. To generate the object-similarity measures 196,
the object-comparison module 115 determines respective
similarities between the two objects (e.g., faces, buildings,
vehicles) in pairs of objects based on their visual-feature
similarities or other information. For example, in embodi-
ments where the object features 194 of an object image 192
are represented by a set of LBP descriptors, an object-simi-
larity score (which is an example of an object-similarity mea-
sure 196) for two objects can be obtained by computing
weighted distances between the LBP descriptors of the object
images 192. Also, some embodiments use another similarity
measurement, for example cosine distance. In addition, con-
text information (e.g., image-capture time, location, image
sequence, object co-occurrence, tracking information) can
also be used to compute the object-similarity measures 196 of
the object images 192. For example, sequential photos that
were captured within a short time frame may be more likely to
depict the same objects, like sequential photos of a birthday
party. Thus, object-similarity measures 196 can be generated
based on object features 194, as well as other information
(e.g., context information).

For object-similarity measures 196, some embodiments
generate object-similarity scores (e.g., facial-similarity
scores) and an object-similarity graph G (e.g., a facial-simi-
larity graph G). Also, a matrix S defines the similarities
between all the object pairs (e.g., face pairs), with each ele-
ment S, indicating the similarity between object image f,
and object image f,. The object-similarity graph G contains
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m nodes, with each node representing one of the m object
images 192, and with each edge representing the similarity
between the objects of the corresponding object pair.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example embodiment of an object-
similarity graph G . The edge values between object nodes 1,
392, which represent the object images 192, denote their
similarities. Also, each object node £, 392 has been assigned
a respective attribute-score vector A% 399 that contains the
attribute scores of the respective object image 192. The initial
values of the attribute scores in the attribute-score vector A%
399 are obtained from the attribute classifiers 191. In one
example, the attribute-score vector A% 399 is a 73-dimen-
sional vector (73 attributes), with each element of the
attribute-score vector A/ 399 indicating the value of the i”*
attribute for the object image 192 that corresponds to the
object node 1, 392. Also, some embodiments do notexplicitly
generate an object-similarity graph G, but instead use object-
similarity scores without generating an object-similarity
graph G.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the attribute-refinement module
120 obtains the object-similarity measures 196, attribute cor-
relations 195, and, in some embodiments, the attribute scores
193. The attribute correlations 195 describe one or more of
the correlations of an attribute in an image to the same
attribute in another image (e.g., the gender of a person in one
image to the gender of the same person in another image, the
facial expression of a person in an image to the facial expres-
sion of the same person in another image), the correlations of
an attribute of an image to other attributes of the same image
(e.g., gender and facial hair of a person in one image), and the
correlations of an attribute of an image to other attributes of
other images (e.g., gender and facial hair of a person in one
image to gender and facial hair to the same person in another
image). The attribute-refinement module 120 generates
refined attribute scores 197 for an object image 192 (e.g.,
refines the attribute-score vector 399 of an object node 392)
based on one or more of the object-similarity measures 196
(e.g., attribute-score vectors 399 of similar object nodes 392,
which have edge values within a certain range or threshold in
an object-similarity graph G ), on the attribute scores 193,
and on the attribute correlations 195.

For example, in some embodiments, the visual-attribute
score A/ of the i attribute for a particular object f, will be
influenced by the score A/s of the i”* attribute of other objects
1,(1=g=N). The influence of another object f,, is determined
by the similarities of the other object f, to the particular object
1,. Another object f,, that has a higher similarity score S, will
have a stronger influence. In some embodiments, the other
object f, must have a similarity score S, that meets or
exceeds a threshold to have an influence. The similarity score
S, may be normalized, and S, refers to the normalized
similarity score:

qu = S‘”’/(Z qu]' @

q

In some embodiments, the similarity score S, or the nor-
malized similarity score S_, is used to define the edge values
in an object-similarity graph G . Additionally, some embodi-
ments of the attribute-refinement module 120 refine the score
A/» of the i attribute for a particular object image f, accord-
ing to the following:
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In equation (2), the attribute score A/? of an object image f,
is updated in two parts. One part is influenced by the other
connected object images f, based on their normalized simi-
larity scores S » and the other part is a value of the attribute
score A/ that is independent of other object images f,. The
parameter . determines the weights of the two parts, Wthh
can be selected through cross validation. The parameter
may be used to select how strongly correlated the attribute
score A/? of an object image 1, is to the attribute scores Afiof
other object images f,.

In addition to relatlonshlps between the scores of the same
attribute in different images (e.g., between attribute score A/
and attribute score A/%), some different attributes, and thus
their respective attribute scores, are highly correlated For
example, Asian people usually have black hair. So a face with
a larger “Asian” attribute score tends to have a higher “black
hair” attribute score. Also, some of the attributes conflict, for
example “baby” and “senior”. A face cannot be a baby and a
senior at the same time, so a large score of one attribute will
imply a low or negative score of the other attribute. These
correlations, which may be included in the attribute correla-
tions 195, can also be used by the attribute-refinement module
120 to generate the refined-attribute scores 197.

If A denotes the attribute scores 193 (e.g., the attribute-
score vector 399) for an object image 192 (or its object node
392), with each element A, denoting the score of the i”
attribute, and if 2 denotes ‘the affinity matrix between the
attributes (also referred to herein as the “attribute affinity
matrix P ), with each element P, indicating the probabil-
ity of the presence of the i”” attribute with the presence of the
j” attribute, then P, can be expressed as P ,~Prob
(A >0lA >0) The value of P ,; may be learned, for example
by statistical analysis using Baye51an pr1n01p1es or may be
predefined, for example by considering domain knowledge
(e.g., an infant does not have a mustache).

Using the attribute affinity matrix P , the attribute-refine-
ment module 120 may refine the attribute score A, of the i”
attribute based on the attribute scores A; of correlated
attributes according to the following iterative equation, where
[ is the parameter that indicates the influence factor of the
correlated attributes. Generally,

AP = B3 ACVPy 4 (1= Al 4 Al 3

i

This indicates that the i attribute score A, is determined by
the score of its correlated attributes, as well as its own value.
The parameters § and y determine the weights of the three
parts. Thus for each object image 1, the attribute-refinement
module 120 can perform equation (3) to refine the attribute
scores 193 (e.g., the attribute-score vector A 399) of the object
image . This process may repeat one or more times accord-
ing to the value of t. In some embodiments, the above opera-
tions can be implemented according to

(3b)

AP =Y APy +yAL

i

In these embodiments the term (1-f—y)A,“ " is incorpo-
rated into the term P ,,. For example, P ,=(1-f—y)/f. Also,
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in some embodiments the entries in the attribute affinity
matrix P contain both positive and negative values. Further-
more, the non-diagonal elements of the attribute affinity
matrix P could be learned from a collection of attribute-
labeled data as regression coefficients that estimate an
attribute score using the other attribute scores. Moreover, in
addition to the above linear embodiments of attribute refine-
ment, non-linear methods could also be used to refine
attribute scores based on other attribute scores of the same
image and based on the attribute scores of similar images.

In some embodiments, due to the correlation of the
attributes, the attribute scores (e.g., attribute-score vector A
399) are first projected to an attribute sub-space (e.g., using
PCA or ICA) and then re-constructed back to the original
attribute space, thereby filtering the cross-attribute noise and
making the reconstructed attribute scores more consistent.

Thus, the attribute-refinement module 120 may leverage
object similarities and attribute correlations to generate
refined attribute scores 197. Also, some embodiments of the
attribute-refinement module 120 generate the refined
attribute scores 197 by implementing attribute-refinement
operations that account for both the object-similarity mea-
sures 196 and the attribute correlations 195, for example
according to the following:

A‘_fp ©0) = Al 4
APor_za D AP Q=280+ (1 - AP @
fg=fp

AP Q)= By AT Q- DPy + (1= B pAT Q1 - 1)+ yAT ).
J

These operations iteratively refine the score A% of the i
attribute for a particular object f, (e.g., a face). In the begin-
ning, the initial score A/#(0) is a551gned according to the
original attribute score A/, which is obtained from the
attribute classifier according to the first sub-equation. In the
following t iterations (and each iteration t may refer to one or
more iterations), the attribute score A /> of the i attribute of a
particular object image f, is updated to a revised attribute
score A/?(1), which is described by the 2"¢ sub-equation,
based on the initial attribute score A/#(0) and on the attribute
scores A/7 of the i attribute of other object i images f, that are
similar to the partlcular object image f . Also, in ‘the next
iteration, the 3’ sub-equation uses correlgted attrrbute scores
Ajfp to reﬁne the attribute score A/7 (the order of perforrmng
the 2" and 3" sub-equations may be changed in some
embodiments). The operations that implement the 2”¢ and 3"
sub-equations may also be repeated for t=2, 3, . . . , n, for
example (for n total iterations). Thus, the attribute score A/% of
the i** attribute for a particular object 1, can be refined itera-
tively based on object-similarity measures and on attribute
correlations. For each attribute, these operations can be per-
formed to generate the corresponding refined attribute score
197.

Some embodiments of the attribute-refinement module
120, which operate in an attribute sub-space X, generate
refined attribute scores 197 according to the following:

x70)= Fil “b)

XPw=a Y x0-D3p+1-0x" 0
fq=1fp

APy = FTR X ),
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where F is the sub-space projection matrix which projects the
attribute score A/ to an attribute subspace X to generate the
projected attribute score X7, and the iteration is carried out
over a projection matrix to update the projected subspace X
attribute score. In the last operation, after n iterations, the
refined attribute score A/7(n) 197 is reconstructed in the origi-
nal space.

However, in some situations, the attribute scores 193 and
the refined attribute scores 197 cannot be directly leveraged in
other applications, for example face verification, attribute-
based object search, etc., due to the diverse distributions of
different attribute scores 193 or refined attribute scores 197.
Hence, the attribute scores 193 or the refined attribute scores
197 may be normalized, for example by the attribute-refine-
ment module 120. Also, attribute scores 193 or refined
attribute scores 197 may be mapped into attribute-score prob-
abilities. For example, the refined attribute scores 197 for
each object may be fit to a Weibull distribution, and the
cumulative density function (CDF) may be directly used to
define the attribute-score probabilities. Once the parameters k
and A are found from the Weibull fitting, the CDF can be
computed. Thus, the i attribute-score probability AP/ of
object {, can be computed according to

®

i

[A.fp ]kp'i
APP = F(AP ki 2) = 1—e ol

By fitting attribute scores 193 or refined attribute scores
197 into a Weibull distribution, the CDF can be used as the
normalized attribute scores 193 or the normalized refined
attribute scores 197. Also, the obtained attribute-score prob-
abilities AP” may be the refined attribute-score probabilities
forobject{,. Thus, in some embodiments, the refined attribute
scores 197 include the attribute-score probabilities AP.

Therefore, the system may combine the refinement of and
calibration of the original attribute scores 193. The refine-
ment may include a random-walk on an object-similarity
graph and may leverage attribute correlations, and the refine-
ment may improve the accuracy of the attribute scores 193
and improve estimated attribute scores for object images 192
that are missing one or more attribute scores 193. The system
may map the attribute scores 193 into a distribution (e.g.,
Weibull distribution) and may compute the CDF as the
attribute-score probabilities of the attribute scores. The trans-
formation from real-value scores to probabilities may make
the attribute scores more suitable for the computation of
visual similarities.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example embodiment of an opera-
tional flow for refining attribute scores. The blocks of this
operational flow and the other operational flows described
herein may be performed by one or more computing devices,
for example the systems and devices described herein. Also,
although this operational flow and the other operational flows
described herein are each presented in a certain order, some
embodiments may perform at least some of the operations in
different orders than the presented orders. Examples of pos-
sible different orderings include concurrent, overlapping,
reordered, simultaneous, incremental, and interleaved order-
ings. Thus, other embodiments of this operational flow and
the other operational flows described herein may omit blocks,
add blocks, change the order of the blocks, combine blocks,
or divide blocks into more blocks.

The flow starts in block 400, where object images are
extracted from a set of images. For example, images of faces,
birds, or houses may be extracted from a set of images. Next,
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in block 410, respective attribute scores are generated for the
object images based on the object images and on attribute
classifiers. The flow then moves to block 420, where object
features (e.g., low-level object features) are extracted from
the object images. Some embodiments also reduce the dimen-
sionality of the object features. Next, in block 430, object-
similarity measures are generated based on one or more of the
object features and the attribute scores. Finally, in block 440,
the attribute scores and, in some embodiments, the object-
similarity measures, are refined based on one or more of the
object-similarity measures, the attribute scores, and attribute
correlations.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example embodiment of the flow of
operations in a system for refining image attributes. For pur-
poses of explanation, FIG. 5 shows only certain modules,
although the system includes other components. The system
includes one or more computing devices that include an
object-detection module 500, an attribute-scoring module
505, a feature-extraction module 510, an object-comparison
module 515, an attribute-refinement module 520, and a com-
parison-refinement module 525.

The object-detection module 500 detects and extracts one
or more object images 592 from one or more obtained images
590 (an image 590 may depict two or more objects). The
attribute-scoring module 505 generates respective attribute
scores 593 (e.g., an attribute-score vector) for each obtained
object image 592, and some embodiments generate attribute-
score probabilities that are included in the attribute scores
593. The feature-extraction module 510 extracts respective
object features 594 (e.g., low-level features) from the object
images 592.

The object-comparison module 515 generates object-simi-
larity measures 596 based on the object features 594 (and, in
some embodiments, the attribute scores 593). A tight similar-
ity threshold may be selected in order to link each object
image 592 with the most-probable near neighbors. The
object-comparison module 515 may generate object-similar-
ity scores or generate an object-similarity graph, for example
by using conventional methods. Generally, to compute the
object-similarity scores, the low-level visual features of a
particular object f,,, denoted as VF%, are extracted (e.g., LBP
features, HSV features) to represent the object. A dimension-
ality-reduction technique (e.g., PCA) can be applied to reduce
the dimensionality of the low-level visual features VF. And
then a similarity measurement (e.g., cosine similarities) can
be used to compute object-similarity scores between the
objects in object pairs based on their low-level visual features
VF. Additionally, context information can be used to compute
object-similarity measures.

After the object-similarity scores are generated, an object-
similarity graph G may be generated. A matrix S describes the
similarities between the two objects in all object pairs, with
each element S, indicating the similarity between object
image {, and object image f,. Accordingly, the object-simi-
larity graph G contains m nodes (m is the number of object
images 592), with each node representing one object image,
and each edge representing the similarity between the corre-
sponding object pairs. Also, in some embodiments, each
object node is assigned an attribute-score vector that contains
respective attribute scores 593 for the associated object.

Next, the attribute-refinement module 520 generates
refined attribute scores 597 based on the object-similarity
measures 596, the attribute scores 593, and attribute correla-
tions 595. The comparison-refinement module 525 then
obtains the refined attribute scores 597 and generates refined
similarity measures 598 based at least in part on the refined
attribute scores 597. For example, the comparison-refinement
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module 525 may use a probabilistic R-LDA model on refined
attribute-score probabilities (which may be generated by the
attribute-refinement module 520) to project the high-dimen-
sional feature data onto a lower-dimensional subspace that
has enhanced discriminative power, and then use the lower-
dimensional feature data to re-compute object similarities
and generate refined similarity measures 598.

Then in the next iteration, the attribute-refinement module
520 uses the refined similarity measures 598 to generate
refined attribute scores 597, and the comparison-refinement
module 525 uses the latest refined attribute scores 597 to
generate refined similarity measures 598. The attribute-re-
finement module 520 and the comparison-refinement module
525 repeat these operations (as shown in the broken line
block) iteratively until a converging condition is met (e.g., the
changes of attribute scores or similarity scores, when com-
pared to last iteration, are less than a threshold), a defined
number of maximum iterations have been performed, or
another criterion has been satisfied.

Furthermore, some embodiments of the system use regu-
larized linear discriminant analysis (R-LDA) or other tech-
niques to combine low-level features and attribute-score
probabilities in order to generate a lower-dimensional repre-
sentation for object images that best captures the discrimina-
tive information between the attributes of the objects.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example embodiment of the flow of
operations in a system for object-similarity-measure refine-
ment. Although the system includes other components, for
purposes of explanation FIG. 6 shows only certain modules:
a comparison-refinement module 625, an R-LDA module
626, and a similarity module 628. The system combines low-
level features and attribute-score probabilities, using R-LDA
or other techniques in some embodiments, in order to gener-
ate a lower-dimensional representation for object images that
captures the discriminative information between the
attributes ofthe object images. R-LDA may be used to project
high-dimensional features into a lower-dimensional subspace
that includes the discriminative information between differ-
ent object images. In general, the inputs of the LDA model or
the R-LLDA model are the high-dimensional input data and
class labels, and the output is the projection of a high-dimen-
sional space into lower-dimensional subspace.

This embodiment of the comparison-refinement module
625 uses the refined attribute scores 697 (or unrefined
attribute scores) as the class labels and uses the extracted
high-dimensional low-level object features 694 as input data
to learn an optimal transformation. The R-LDA module 626
obtains the refined attribute scores 697 and uses them to
generate attribute-score probabilities if the attribute scores
697 do not include attribute-score probabilities. Thus, this
embodiment of R-LDA will work with soft attribute labels
(e.g., attribute labels with probabilities that may be between
zero and one). The R-LDA module 626 also obtains the object
features 694 and generates revised object features 627 based
on the attribute-score probabilities and the object features
694. Then the similarity module 628 generates revised object-
similarity scores 629 based on the revised object features 627.
Also, the comparison-refinement module 625 may generate
refined similarity measures 698 based at least on the revised
object-similarity scores 629.

For example, the object features 694 may include an n-di-
mensional visual-feature vector VE?(VF %2, VF %, . . . | VF /)
that was extracted from an object image f,. Based on the
refined attribute scores 697 of the object image 1, the com-
parison-refinement module 625 generates the refined
attribute-score probabilities AP/(1=i=c), which represent the
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probability that the object image f, exhibits the i attribute,
and where the total number of attributes is c.

Next, some example embodiments of the R-LDA module
626 calculate an optimal transformation to generate a
reduced-dimensional version of the visual-feature vector VI
(VF /2, VES#, ... VF 7). Unlike traditional LDA, where a
sample is associated with only a single class label in a manner
of “hard” assignment, these embodiments use attribute-score
probabilities AP/#(1si=c) as a kind of “soft” label informa-
tion. An object image f, can be associated with multiple
attributes with strengths assigned by their corresponding
attribute-score probabilities AP/?. Some embodiments com-
pute the mean vector u, (1=i=c) of all ¢ attributes for m object
images for which object features 694 and refined attribute
scores 697 have been obtained, for example according to

1

Zm:APf” VFp.

;
Apr p=1

NGB

b
Ti

Also, the mean vector u for the c attributes over the m object
images may be calculated according to

a

NGB

AP

VFp.

a

D[

APl ELP

i

T
1
l

Moreover, some embodiments of the R-LDA module 626
generate a between-class scatter matrix S, and a within-class
scatter matrix S, which may be calculated as follows:

- ;Z [Z AR-f”](u; - )y = )

Also, some embodiments of the R-LDA module 626 com-
pute a transformation that maximizes the between-class scat-
ter while minimizing the within-class scatter:

U
A TS el

Additionally, embodiments of the R-LDA module 626 may
find the optimal transformation by solving the following gen-
eral eigenvalue problem:

Sep=hS,.0.

If the within-class scatter matrix S, is non-singular, some
embodiments compute the eigenvalue of matrix S, 'S, and
obtain d eigenvectors (Y, {,, . . . , @) that correspond to the
d largest eigenvalues (1=d=c-1). Thus the optimal transfor-
mation may be ¢=[);, 5, . . . , P,]. When the within-class
scatter matrix S, is singular, a case sometimes encountered in
object recognition, the optimal transformation ¢ can be found
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through a subspace decomposition technique. Given a visual-
feature vector VF? of an object image, the lower-dimensional
feature representation LF can be computed as follows:

LTV

The lower-dimensional feature representation LF? may be
used as the revised object features 627.

Next, the similarity module 628 computes revised object-
similarity scores 629 (e.g., object similarities S,, between
object T, and object f,) based on the revised object features
627 (lower-dimensional feature representation LF? and
lower-dimensional feature representation LF/%). Many simi-
larity measurements could be used, for example Cosine simi-
larity, Euclidean distance, etc. The comparison-refinement
module 625 then generates refined similarity measures 698
based on the revised object-similarity scores 629.

Therefore, by using the R-LDA model, the comparison-
refinement module 625 projects the high-dimensional feature
data in the object features 694 to a lower-dimensional sub-
space that maintains discriminative attribute information, and
then generates revised object-similarity scores 629 based on
the obtained lower-dimensional feature data. Finally, the
comparison-refinement module 625 generates refined simi-
larity measures 698 based on the revised object-similarity
scores 629.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example embodiment of an opera-
tional flow for refining attribute scores. The flow starts in
block 700, where object features (e.g., high-dimensional,
low-level object features) are extracted from object images.
The flow then moves to block 710, where respective visual-
attribute scores are generated for the object images based on
the object images and attribute classifiers. Next, in block 720,
object-similarity measures (e.g., an object-similarity graph,
object-similarity scores) are generated based on the object
features and, in some embodiments, on the attribute scores.

The flow then proceeds to block 730, where refined
attribute scores are generated based on the latest object-simi-
larity measures, the latest attribute scores, or attribute corre-
lations. Thus, the first time the operations in block 730 are
performed, the latest object-similarity measures will be the
object-similarity measures that were generated in block 720,
and the latest attribute scores will be the attribute scores that
were generated in block 710.

The flow then moves to block 740, where it is determined
if the object-similarity measures will be refined. This may
include, for example, determining if a predetermined maxi-
mum number of iterations has been performed or if a con-
verging condition has been satisfied. If not (block 740=NO),
then the flow moves to block 770. If yes (block 740=YES),
then the flow moves to block 750, where refined object-
similarity measures are generated based on the latest attribute
scores, which were generated in block 730.

Next, in block 760, it is determined if the attribute scores
will be refined. This may also include, for example, determin-
ing if a predetermined maximum number of iterations has
been performed or if a converging condition has been satis-
fied. If no (block 760=NO), then the flow moves to block 770.
If yes (block 760=YES), then the flow returns to block 730,
where refined attribute scores are generated based on the
latest object-similarity measures and, in some embodiments,
on the latest attribute scores. If the flow returns to block 730,
the latest object-similarity measures will be the refined
object-similarity measures that were generated in block 750,
and the latest attribute scores will be the refined attribute
scores that were generated in the previous iteration of block
730.
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Finally, when the flow moves to block 770, the latest
attribute scores, which were generated in block 730, or the
latest object-similarity measures, which were generated in
block 720 or block 750, are output.

FIG. 8 illustrates an example embodiment of the flow of
operations in a system for collaborative object verification,
which determines if two object images are images of the same
object (i.e., different images of the same object). For purposes
of explanation, FIG. 8 shows only certain modules, although
the system includes other components than the illustrated
components. The system of FIG. 8 includes one or more
computing devices that include an attribute-scoring module
805, a feature-extraction module 810, an object-comparison
module 815, an attribute-refinement module 820, a compari-
son-refinement module 825, and a verification module 830.
The feature-extraction module 810 obtains object images 892
and extracts object features 894 from the object images 892.
The attribute-scoring module 805 obtains the object images
892 and generates respective attribute scores 893 for the
object images 892 based on the object images 892 and
attribute classifiers 891.

The object-comparison module 815 obtains the object fea-
tures 894 and, in some embodiments, the visual-attribute
scores 893, and generates object-similarity measures 896
(e.g., object-similarity scores, an object-similarity graph)
based on the object features 894 and, in some embodiments,
the visual-attribute scores 893. The attribute-refinement mod-
ule 820 obtains the object-similarity measures 896, attribute
correlations 895, and, in some embodiments, the attribute
scores 893. The attribute-refinement module 820 generates
refined attribute scores 897 for an object image 892 based on
one or more of the attribute scores 893, the object-similarity
measures 896, and on the attribute correlations 895.

The comparison-refinement module 825 then obtains the
refined attribute scores 897 and generates refined object-
similarity measures 898 (e.g., refined object-similarity
scores, a refined similarity graph) based on the refined
attribute scores 897. Then in the next iteration, the attribute-
refinement module 820 uses the refined similarity measures
898 to generate refined attribute scores 897 (which may
include attribute-score probabilities), and the comparison-
refinement module 825 uses the latest refined attribute scores
897 to generate refined similarity measures 898. The
attribute-refinement module 820 and the comparison-refine-
ment module 825 may repeat these operations (as shown in
the broken line block) iteratively until a converging condition
is satisfied (e.g., the changes of attribute scores or similarity
scores, when compared to last iteration, are less than a thresh-
0ld), until a defined maximum number of iterations have been
performed, until signaled by the verification module 830, or
until another criterion has been satisfied.

The verification module 830 obtains image selections 831,
which indicate a target object image 892 and one or more
reference object images 892, and generates verification
results 832 based on the refined similarity measures 898. The
verification results 832 indicate if the target object image 892
depicts the same object as the one or more reference object
images 892, in which case the target object image is verified.
For example, the verification results 832 may include a binary
indicator (e.g., yes or no, 1 or 0) that indicates if the target
object image is verified, may include a score (e.g., between 0
and 1) that indicates the probability that the target object
image is verified, or may include the latest object-similarity
scores between the target object image and the one or more
other reference object images. The verification module 830
may receive the refined similarity measures 898 that are gen-
erated during the iterations of the operations of the attribute-
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refinement module 820 and the comparison refinement mod-
ule 825. The verification module 830 determines if the refined
similarity measures 898 satisty a verification condition, for
example a converging condition or a refined similarity mea-
sure 898 between the target object image and one or more
reference object images that is below or above a threshold. If
the condition is satisfied, the verification module 830 outputs
the verification results 832.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example embodiment of an opera-
tional flow for collaborative object verification. The flow
starts in block 900, where respective attribute scores are gen-
erated for object images based on the object images and on
attribute classifiers. The flow then moves to block 910, where
object features (e.g., low-level object features) are extracted
from the object images. Some embodiments also reduce the
dimensionality of the object features. Next, in block 920,
object-similarity measures (e.g., an object-similarity graph,
object-similarity scores) are generated based on one or more
of the object features and the attribute scores. Following, in
block 930, the attribute scores and the object-similarity mea-
sures are refined based on the object-similarity measures, on
the attribute scores, and on attribute correlations. Next, in
block 940, a selection of a target object image is obtained.
Also, some embodiments obtain selections of one or more
reference object images. Finally, in block 950, object verifi-
cation results are generated based on the refined object-simi-
larity measures. The verification results may indicate, for
example, the object images that are most similar to the target
image (e.g., in embodiments that do not obtain selections of
reference object images), if a similarity of the target object
image to the one or more reference images exceeds a thresh-
old, or a probability that the target object image depicts the
same object as the one or more reference object images.

FIG. 10 illustrates an example embodiment of a system for
generating refined attribute scores. The system includes a
refinement device 1010 and an image-storage device 1020.
The refinement device 1010 includes one or more processors
(CPU) 1011, I/O interfaces 1012, and storage/memory 1013.
The CPU 1011 includes one or more central processing units,
which include microprocessors (e.g., a single core micropro-
cessor, a multi-core microprocessor) or other circuits, and the
CPU 1011 is configured to read and perform computer-ex-
ecutable instructions, such as instructions in storage or in
memory (e.g., in modules that are stored in storage or
memory). The computer-executable instructions may include
those for the performance of the operations described herein.
The I/O interfaces 1012 include communication interfaces to
input and output devices, which may include a keyboard, a
display, a mouse, a printing device, a touch screen, a light pen,
an optical-storage device, a scanner, a microphone, a camera,
a drive, and a network (either wired or wireless).

The storage/memory 1013 includes one or more computer-
readable or computer-writable media, for example a com-
puter-readable storage medium. A computer-readable storage
medium, in contrast to a mere transitory, propagating signal,
includes a tangible article of manufacture, for example a
magnetic disk (e.g., a floppy disk, a hard disk), an optical disc
(e.g.,aCD, a DVD, a Blu-ray), a magneto-optical disk, mag-
netic tape, and semiconductor memory (e.g., a non-volatile
memory card, flash memory, a solid-state drive, SRAM,
DRAM, EPROM, EEPROM). The storage/memory 1013 is
configured to store computer-readable data (e.g., an attribute
affinity matrix 2P, attribute classifiers) or computer-execut-
able instructions. The components of the refinement device
1010 communicate via a bus.

The refinement device 1010 also includes an object-detec-
tion module 1014, a feature-extraction module 1015, an
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attribute-scoring module 1016, an object-comparison module
1017, and a refinement module 1018. In some embodiments,
the refinement device 1010 includes additional or fewer mod-
ules, the modules are combined into fewer modules, or the
modules are divided into more modules. The object-detection
module 1014 includes computer-readable instructions that,
when executed, cause one or more computing devices to
detect object images (e.g., images of boats, images of cars,
images of faces, images of hats, images of dogs) in a collec-
tion of images. The feature-extraction module 1015 includes
computer-readable instructions that, when executed, cause
one or more computing devices to extract features from
images, including the object images.

The attribute-scoring module 1016 includes computer-
readable instructions that, when executed, cause one or more
computing devices to generate attribute scores (and attribute-
score probabilities, in some embodiments) for images (e.g.,
object images) based on the images and on attribute classifi-
ers. The object-comparison module 1017 includes computer-
readable instructions that, when executed, cause one or more
computing devices to generate object-similarity measures
(e.g., object-similarity scores, object-similarity graphs)
based on the images of the objects (e.g., the extracted features
from the images of the objects) and, in some embodiments, on
attribute scores.

Finally, the refinement module 1018 includes computer-
readable instructions that, when executed, cause one or more
computing devices to generate refined attribute scores (based
on one or more of object-similarity measures, attribute cor-
relations, and previous attribute scores) or to generate refined
object-similarity measures (based on one or more of previous
object-similarity measures, attribute correlations, and refined
attribute scores). In some embodiments, the refinement mod-
ule 1018 implements the functionality of one or more of the
attribute-refinement module 120 in FIG. 1, the attribute-re-
finement module 520 in FIG. 5, the comparison-refinement
module 525 in FIG. 5, the comparison-refinement module
625 in FIG. 6, the attribute-refinement module 820 in FIG. 8,
and the comparison-refinement module 825 in FIG. 8.

The image-storage device 1020 includes a CPU 1022, stor-
age/memory 1023, 1/O interfaces 1024, and image storage
1021. The image storage 1021 includes one or more com-
puter-readable media that are configured to store images. The
image-storage device 1020 and the refinement device 1010
communicate via a network 1090.

FIG. 11A illustrates an example embodiment of a system
for generating refined attribute scores. The system includes
an image-storage device 1120, an object-detection device
1110, and a refinement device 1140, which communicate via
anetwork 1190. The image-storage device 1120 includes one
or more CPUs 1121, I/O interfaces 1122, storage/memory
1123, and image storage 1124. The object-detection device
1110 includes one or more CPUs 1111, I/O interfaces 1112,
storage/memory 1113, an object-detection module 1114, a
feature-extraction module 1115, and an attribute-scoring
module 1116. The refinement device 1140 includes one or
more CPUs 1141, I/O interfaces 1142, storage/memory 1143,
an object-comparison module 1144, an attribute-refinement
module 1145, and a comparison-refinement module 1146.

FIG. 11B illustrates an example embodiment of a system
for generating refined attribute scores. The system includes a
refinement device 1150. The refinement device 1150 includes
one or more CPUs 1151, /O interfaces 1152, storage/
memory 1153, an image-storage module 1154, an object-
detection module 1155, a feature-extraction module 1156, an
attribute-scoring module 1157, a comparison module 1158,
and an attribute-refinement module 1159. The comparison
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module 1158 includes computer-readable instructions that,
when executed, cause one or more computing devices to
generate object-similarity measures based on the images of
the objects (and, in some embodiments, on attribute scores)
and to generate refined object-similarity measures based on
one or more of previous object-similarity measures, attribute
correlations, and refined attribute scores. In some embodi-
ments, the comparison module 1158 implements the func-
tionality of one or more of the object-comparison module 115
in FIG. 1, the object-comparison module 515 in FIG. 5, the
comparison-refinement module 525 of FIG. 5, the compari-
son-refinement module 625 of FIG. 6, the object-comparison
module 815 in FIG. 8, and the comparison-refinement mod-
ule 825 of FIG. 8. Thus, in this example embodiment of the
refinement device 1150, a single device performs all the
operations and stores all the applicable information. Further-
more some embodiments of the refinement device include a
verification module.

FIG. 14 illustrates an example embodiment of the flow of
operations in a system for refining image attributes. The sys-
tem operates on groups of object images 1471, for example, a
first group of object images 1471A that includes object
images 1-4 and a second group of object images 1471 that
includes object images A-D. In some embodiments, a group
ofobjectimages 1471 is a track that is derived from a plurality
of'images, for example a video. The object images in the track
show the movement of an object (e.g., a human, an automo-
bile) through the field of view of the camera. The group-
attribute scores can themselves be estimated from the frame-
by-frame object-image attribute scores of the individual
object images in the group of object images.

Because the object in the individual object images of these
groups of objectimages 1471 (e.g., atrack) can be assumed to
be the same object, object-similarity measures 1472 for the
individual object images in a group of object images can be
generated based on the assumption that the objects in sequen-
tial object images are the same object. For example, for the
individual object images in the first group of images 1471A,
object-similarity measures 1472A are generated, and the
object-similarity measures 1472A of the illustrated embodi-
ment include an object-similarity graph. The sequential
object images in the group of object images 1471A are
assumed to show the same object, and therefore the edge
values in the object-similarity graph show a strong similarity
between the adjacent object images. This may allow the sys-
tem to account for changes in the view of the object (e.g., as
the object rotates, moves by, changes expression), which may
influence the attribute-score estimates of the individual object
images.

Respective attribute scores are generated for each indi-
vidual object image in the groups of object images 1471.
Then refined attribute scores 1473 are generated for each
individual object image in the groups of object images 1471,
for example using the systems and operations illustrated in
FIG. 1 and FIGS. 4-9. Accordingly, the refined attribute
scores 1473B for the individual object images in the second
group of object images 1471B includes refined attribute
scores 1473 for image A, refined attribute scores 1473 for
image B, refined attribute scores 1473 for image C, and
refined attribute scores 1473 for image D.

A group-attribute-scoring module 1435 obtains the refined
attribute scores 1473 and generates group-attribute scores
1475 based on the refined attribute scores 1473. The group-
attribute scores 1475 indicate the attribute scores of the indi-
vidual object images in a group of object images 1471 as a
collective. Thus, the group-attribute scores 1475 for the
object images in the first group of object images 1471A
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include attribute scores for the first group of object images
1471A as a collective, but not for each individual object
image in the first group of object images 1471A. The group-
attribute scores 1475 may be generated, for example, by find-
ing a weighted mean or a median of the refined attribute
scores 1473 of the individual object images in a group of
object images 1471, by using the most confident estimate in
the group, and by using a maximum likelihood or maximum
a posteriori estimate of the attributes based on attribute sta-
tistical models. For example, the group-attribute score 1475
for the attribute ‘blond hair’ for the first group of object
images 1471 may be generated by averaging the ‘blond hair’
attribute scores of images 1-4. Thus, the group-attribute
scores 1475 may represent the attribute scores of a group of
object images 1471 as if the group of object images 1471 was
a single object image. For example, a single attribute-score
vector may be generated for a group of object images 1471
based on the attribute-score vectors of the individual object
images in the group of object images 1471.

Additionally, the system generates respective group fea-
tures 1474 for each group of object images. The group fea-
tures 1474 may be low-level features and may be generated by
finding a centroid of the low-level features of the individual
object images in the respective group of object images 1474,
by selecting the low-level features that are closest to one or
more centroids of the low-level features, by using low-level
multi-image features (e.g., a human gait descriptor), by using
a fisher vector created from individual low-level features
from object images in the track, etc. Accordingly, the group
features 1474 may represent the object features of a group of
object images 1471 as if the group of object images 1471 was
a single object image. Also, the object-comparison module
1415 generates group-similarity measures 1415 based on the
group features 1474 and, in some embodiments, on the group-
attribute scores 1475. For example, the group-similarity mea-
sures 1415 may be generated based at least in part on one or
more of tracker confidence, image quality, and visual simi-
larity.

Furthermore, the attribute-refinement module 1420 gener-
ates refined group-attribute scores 1497 for the groups of
object images 1471 and the comparison-refinement module
1425 generates refined group-similarity measures 1498 for
the groups of object images 1471. Thus, the system of FI1G. 14
can refine the group-attribute scores and group-similarity
measures of groups of object images (e.g., video, series of
photos) as if each of the groups of object images was a single
object image. For example, the group-attribute scores 1475
can be used as the attribute scores 193 in FIG. 1, the attribute
scores 593 in FIG. 5, and the attribute scores 893 of FIG. 8.
Also for example, the group features 1474 can be used as the
object features 194 in FIG. 1, the object features 594 in FIG.
5, and the object features 894 in FIG. 8.

FIG. 15 illustrates an example embodiment of an opera-
tional flow for refining attribute scores. In block 1500, respec-
tive attribute scores are generated for individual object
images in a group of object images based on the individual
object images and attribute classifiers. Next, in block 1510,
object-similarity measures are generated for the individual
object images in the group of object images based on the
object features of the individual object images. The flow then
moves to block 1520, where refined attribute scores are gen-
erated for the individual object images in the group of object
images based on the attribute scores of the individual object
images, the object-similarity measures of the individual
object images, and attribute correlations.

Following, in block 1530, group-attribute scores are gen-
erated for the group of object images based on the refined



US 9,158,970 B2

19

attribute scores ofthe individual object images in the group of
object images. Also, in block 1540, group features are gener-
ated for the group of object images based on the object fea-
tures of the individual object images in the group of object
images. Next, in block 1550, group-similarity measures for
groups of object images are generated based on the group
features of the groups of object images. The flow then pro-
ceeds to block 1560, where respective refined group-attribute
scores for the groups of object images are generated based on
the respective group-attribute scores of the groups of object
images, the group-similarity measures of the groups of object
images, and attribute correlations. Furthermore, similar to
other embodiments described herein (e.g., in FIG. 5, FIG. 7,
and FIG. 8), some embodiments of the operational flow also
generate refined group-similarity measures for the groups of
object images, and then iteratively generate refined group-
attributes scores and refined group-similarity measures for
the groups of object images.

The above-described devices, systems, and methods can be
implemented by providing one or more computer-readable
media that contain computer-executable instructions for real-
izing the above-described operations to one or more comput-
ing devices that are configured to read and execute the com-
puter-executable instructions. Thus, the systems or devices
perform the operations of the above-described embodiments
when executing the computer-executable instructions. Also,
an operating system on the one or more systems or devices
may implement at least some of the operations of the above-
described embodiments. Thus, the computer-executable
instructions or the one or more computer-readable media that
contain the computer-executable instructions constitute an
embodiment.

Any applicable computer-readable medium (e.g., a mag-
netic disk (including a floppy disk, a hard disk), an optical
disc (including a CD, a DVD, a Blu-ray disc), a magneto-
optical disk, a magnetic tape, and semiconductor memory
(including flash memory, DRAM, SRAM, a solid state drive,
EPROM, EEPROM)) can be employed as a computer-read-
able medium for the computer-executable instructions. The
computer-executable instructions may be stored on a com-
puter-readable storage medium that is provided on a function-
extension board inserted into a device or on a function-exten-
sion unit connected to the device, and a CPU provided on the
function-extension board or unit may implement at least
some of the operations of the above-described embodiments.

The scope of the claims is not limited to the above-de-
scribed embodiments and includes various modifications and
equivalent arrangements. Also, as used herein, the conjunc-
tion “or” generally refers to an inclusive “or,” though “or”
may refer to an exclusive “or” if expressly indicated or if the
context indicates that the “or” must be an exclusive “or.”

What is claimed is:

1. A method for refining attribute scores, the method com-
prising:

obtaining a plurality of object images;

generating a respective first attribute score of a first

attribute for each object image in the plurality of object
images based on the respective object image and an
attribute classifier;

calculating a respective pairwise object-similarity measure

for pairs of object images in the plurality of object
images by comparing image features; and

refining the first attribute score of a processing target object

image based on an attribute score of an object image that
is highly similar, based on the respective pairwise
object-similarity measure, to the processing target
object image.
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2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

generating an object-similarity relation based at least in
part on the pairwise object-similarity measures,

wherein refining the first attribute score of the processing
target object image includes performing a random walk
on the object-similarity relation.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising

generating a second attribute score of a second attribute for

each object image in the plurality of object images based
on the object images,

wherein refining the first attribute score of the processing

target object image is further based on a correlation of
the first attribute and the second attribute.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising

refining the second attribute score of the processing target

objectimage based on the correlation of the first attribute
and the second attribute, on the attribute scores of the
other object images in the plurality of object images, and
on the pairwise object-similarity measures of the pairs of
object images in the plurality of object images.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising

generating refined pairwise object-similarity measures for

the pairs of object images; and

further refining the first attribute score and a second

attribute score of an object image based at least in part on
refined attribute scores of other object images in the
plurality of object images and on the refined pairwise
object-similarity measures of the pairs of object images.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein generating the refined
pairwise object-similarity measures for the pairs of object
images includes projecting high-dimensional features of the
object images to a lower-dimensional space.

7. A system for refining attribute scores, the system com-
prising:

a computer-readable storage medium; and

one or more processors that are coupled to the computer-

readable storage medium and that are configured to

cause the system to

generate respective attribute scores of a plurality of
attributes for each object image in a plurality of object
images based on the object images and on attribute
classifiers,

generate respective pairwise object-similarity measures
for pairs of object images in the plurality of object
images by comparing image features, and

generate refined attribute scores of target object images
based on the attribute scores of respective object
images in the plurality of object images that, as indi-
cated by the pairwise object-similarity measures, are
highly similar to the target object images.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the one or more proces-
sors are further configured to cause the system to generate the
refined attribute scores further based on attribute correlations
of the plurality of attributes.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the one or more proces-
sors are further configured to cause the system to generate
refined pairwise object-similarity measures for the pairs of
object images in the plurality of object images based on the
refined attribute scores.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the one or more pro-
cessors are further configured to cause the system to generate
further-refined attribute scores of the object images based on
the refined attribute scores of the object images and on the
refined pairwise object-similarity measures of the pairs of
object images.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the one or more
processors are further configured to cause the system to gen-
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erate further-refined attribute scores and further-refined pair-
wise object-similarity measures until a convergence condi-
tion is satisfied.

12. The system of claim 7, wherein the one or more pro-
cessors are further configured to cause the system to generate
an object-similarity graph based on the pairwise object-simi-
larity measures.

13. The system of claim 7, wherein the one or more pro-
cessors are further configured to cause the system to retrieve
a target object image based on the refined attribute scores of
the target object image.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein, to retrieve the target
object image based on the refined attribute scores of the target
object image, the one or more processors are further config-
ured to cause the system to weight the refined attribute scores
of the target object image.

15. One or more computer-readable storage media storing
instructions that, when executed by one or more computing
device, cause the one or more computing devices to perform
operations comprising:

generating respective attribute scores of a plurality of

attributes for each object image in a plurality of object
images based on the object images and on attribute clas-
sifiers;

generating respective pairwise object-similarity measures

for pairs of object images in the plurality of object
images by comparing image features; and

generating refined attribute scores of target object images

based on one or more of the attribute scores of respective
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object images that, as indicated by the pairwise object-
similarity measures, are highly similar to the target
object images.

16. The one or more computer-readable storage media of
claim 15, wherein the refined attribute scores are generated
further based on attribute correlations of the plurality of
attributes, and

wherein the attribute correlations are correlations of stable

attributes or persistent attributes.
17. The one or more computer-readable storage media of
claim 16, wherein the attribute correlations are defined by an
attribute-affinity matrix.
18. The one or more computer-readable storage media of
claim 15, wherein the operations further comprise generating
respective attribute-score probabilities for the plurality of
attributes for each object image.
19. The one or more computer-readable storage media of
claim 15, wherein the operations further comprise:
iteratively generating further-refined attribute scores of the
object images based at least on previous attribute scores
of the object images in the plurality of object images,

wherein the previous attribute scores are the refined
attribute scores in a first iteration of generating the fur-
ther-refined attribute scores.

20. The one or more computer-readable storage media of
claim 19, wherein iteratively generating the further-refined
attribute scores includes projecting the previous attribute
scores to an attribute-score subspace.
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